Genocide perpetrated against the Armenian population of the Ottoman Empire was both gender-oriented and age-oriented. The Armenian male population was generally killed before or at the beginning of deportation, while women and children, as well as being massacred,were also subjected to different forms of physical and sexual violence during the death marches. Children were also forcibly transfered to the enemy group, while women were abducted or forcibly married. The experiences and fates of Armenian women and children offer a perspective on how complex and multi-faceted the phenomenon of genocide is. Based on the surveys of rescued Armenian women kept in the archives of the League of Nations, this article will present the fate of women during and after the Armenian Genocide.
Turkish authorities to be deported. 6 On the route to the Syrian deserts the deportees were massacred, raped, abducted and carried off. In addition to massacres, starvation, diseases, and general exhaustion, Armenian women were subjected to systematic sexual violation and abuse. 7 Deportation caravans intentionally were not guarded such that Turks, Kurds and Arabs were able to take women and children by force. They were stolen, bought and sold during deportations; 8 they were taken into sexual slavery, placed in harems, brothels, different Muslim households (often in the homes of those who had killed their family members) with all the devastating consequences such practices imply. 9 Armenian women and young girls (often children) were also forcibly married. 10 Although this was only one of the methods used against women, it was particularly destructive for the Armenian group. 6 The ICTR in Akayesu held that systematic expulsion of groups from their homes satisfy Article 2.
Prosecutor v. Akayesu, Case ICTR-96-4-T. International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, September 2, 1998.para. 505-6. See also Prosecutor v. Blagojevic & Jokic, Case No. IT-02-60-T, Judgment, para. 665 (Jan. 17, 2005) . 7 For more on the sexual violence during the Armenian Genocide see footnote 9. 8 This concerns also male children. 9 For more on the sexual violence during the Armenian Genocide see Zarouhi Sarkisian, ' Étudesarméniennescontemporaines7 (2016): 71-86; Najwa Nabti, 'Legacy of Impunity: Sexual Violence against Armenian Women and Girls during the Genocide,' in The Armenian Genocide Legacy, ed. Alexis Demirdjian (Houndmills and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016),118-33. 10 Recently, international criminal law has recognized that forced marriages are crimes against humanity. In 2008 the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) Appeals Chamber became the first international criminal tribunal to recognize forced marriage as a distinct crime against inhumanity of 'other inhumane acts.' The SCSL jurisprudence on forced marriage has developed in Prosecutor v. Brima, Kamara and Kanu(the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) trial) and Prosecutor v. Sesay, Kallon and Gbao (Revolutionary United Front (RUF) trial) cases. Both cases arose out of the severe sexual violence atrocities committed during the civil war in Sierra Leone, where nearly 257,000 women and girls were brutally violated. Among the other forms of sexual violence, the perpetrators forcibly 'married' women and girls as young as ten.International Criminal Court in Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen, for the first time, indicted an accused for acts of forced marriage as a crime against humanity of 'other inhumane acts'
The genocidal policy was also age-specific. Together with massacring and deporting the 'hated element' of the Empire, the Ottoman Government was also 'collecting' some of them, predominantly children. 11 The Ottoman state adopted policies and laws to collect thousands of Armenian orphans, or children separated from their families, and either placed them in governmental orphanages opened throughout the Empire or gave them to Muslim households for 'further education ' and 'upbringing.' 12 The Government also encouraged the rural population to take women and children from the deportation caravans as slaves, shepherds, housekeepers, or as children. Unprecedented numbers of Armenian children were transferred to Muslim groups, some as slaves performing the most menial and degrading work, others as adoptees, wives or sexual slaves.
The widespread practice of forced transfer of young Armenian women and children and their Islamization was also recognized at the legal level. After the defeat of the Ottoman Empire in the First World War, Article 4 of the Mudros armistice inter alia stipulated 'All Armenian interned persons and prisoners [are] to be collected in following the jurisprudence of the SCSL. Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), Case 002/02 also considered forced marriages as crimes against humanity. 11 Forcible child transfer is one of the five genocidal acts listed in Article II of the Genocide Convention. It prohibits prohibiting 'transferring children of the group to another group' with intent to destroy them in whole or in part. Article II (e) does not provide age specifications defining children; however the Convention on the Rights of the Child defines children as persons under the age of 18 years. Although the article does not extend to the transfer of adults, this type of conduct in certain circumstances could constitute a crime against humanity under Article 18, subparagraph (g) or a war crime under Article 20, subparagraph (a) (vii). Moreover, the forcible transfer of members of a group, particularly when it involves the separation of family members, could also constitute genocide under subparagraph (c) (d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; (Draft Code, p. 46). 12 For more on this see Sarafian Ara, 'The Absorption of Armenian Women and Children into Muslim Household as a Structural Component of the Armenian Genocide,' in In God's Name. Genocide The general conditions to govern the Commission were the following:
• Aim: the Commission of Enquiry is constituted with a view to informing the Council as to the present situation in Armenia, Asia Minor, Turkey and in the territory adjoining their countries regarding deported women and children. 28 We are using the word 'savior' in inverted commas because although they were physically saved from extermination, they were lost to an Armenian race, as their names were changes, they were Islamized and were forged to forget and disown every Armenian identity. This is the specificity of the crime of genocide. 29 
Karen Jeppe succeeded in liberating thousands of Armenians not only from Arab
Bedouins but from neighboring Turks and Kurds. Liberation or rescue was performed through negotiation, bribery, kidnapping or urging the Armenians to flee by themselves. 31 Usually they were ransomed by their rescuers, at a rate of 0,50-2 Turkish gold depending on the territory. Sometimes the amountof ransom reached 10 Turkish gold, however this was very high. 32 The liberated Armenians were admited to the Reception Home where they were provided with food, clothes and medical care. The details of the liberated people were sent to newspapers, churches and Armenian unions in order to find their relatives.
They were interviewed and each interview was registered in a notebook. 1,464 individual intake surveys of the rescued Armenian women, children, and young men are located in the League of Nation Archives in Geneva. 33 Those surveys include a photograph of a rescued person and some biographical data about parents' names, place of origin, age and date of admission to the House. This was followed by a short life-story about the 1915 events, his / her captivity and rescue. The future fate of the inmate is written on the back of the paper (see an example in Photo 1). 30 34 Derderian, Common Fate, Different Experience, 1-25. 35 Loucia's father was a soldier in the Turkish army and was killed. She came on the road with her mother. They suffered very much from hunger and thirst and especially from the rude soldiers. The caravan reached Deirez-Zor, there an Arab took Loucia from her mother and brought her to his tent. She stayed there one year, was then sold to a Courd (Kurd, sic.). Afterwards (again), she was sold to an Arab, where she stayed 8 years. At length she succeeded in fleeing to us. Loucia is tattooed in an awful manner not even the whole face and chest, but also the hands and fingers. Those are almost paralyzed from that treatment. We are doing our best helping her. Jan. 26. Loucia has had an operation in her right arm. 1928 she had a big operation, her right hand was amputated.
21/1.31 sick, still in our care
The number of females rescued from captivity was nearly 577, 36 which was less than the number of rescued male, although the number of Islamized females during the Armenian Genocide was certainly higher. 37 According to Karen Jeppe the national feelings of Armenians, especially of Armenian boys, were quite strong and they became powerful mainly at an age when they realize their true origin. 38 As Table 1 demonstrates the great proportion of rescued females were those who were children during 1915 and were among the target group for forcible transfer (1-18 age). 36 In some cases the handwriting is not clear or there are mistakes in writing the pronouns, or there is no photo and it is impossible to guess the sex of the inmate also from the text; that is why the number is a bit approximate. 37 Because the male population was generally massacred and only male children usually under the age of 12 were transferred. 38 The number of rescued individuals declined gradually because, with the passage of time, tracing the origin of those who had been deported by the Turks became more and more difficult (Table 2) . 40 Because some of the females were born after 1915, the overall number is less than 577. 41 The 0 means that they weren't yet born (but their mothers were already pregnant with them) or were less than 1 year old in 1915.
According to the interviews, female survivors were liberated mostly from the Turks (35,5 %), followed by the Arabs (26,7%) and Kurds (20,8%). Less than 1 % of these women were abducted by the Chechens or Gypsies. Interestingly, there were even women who fled from their Islamized Armenian husbands (0,6 %).
Nearly half of the recued Armenian women (nearly 238) were forcibly married to
Muslims. The age of forcibly married females sometimes reached 9-10 years, while their husbands could be as old as 60-70 years. Here again in the first place were Turks, followed by Kurds leaving the Arabs slightly behind. Among the stories of forced marriages there are a lot of Turkish policemen, majors, gendarmes and other prominent 42 people and officials, even religious leaders. 43 In a number of cases, women were taken to harems. 44
The forced marriages were sometimes performed in the most severe circumstances. Sometimes women were married to those who had killed their family members, husband or children and were forced to live with the assassin. 45
The names of the liberated Armenians were sent to newspapers, churches and Armenian organizations in order to find their relatives. Meanwhile, the inhabitants of the Reception House were taught different crafts (in the case of girls, this was predominantly embroidery) in order to become self-supporting. 46 New identity 42 This is the word used in the interviews. 43 Interview of 1091. During the massacres of Diarbekir her father was killed. She was exiled with her mother and one brother. In Veranshehir a Molla (a Turk religious chief) took her to his house while her mother and brother went with the caravan onwards. The Turk kept her many years, when she grew up, he, a man of sixty, married her. After a few days of her marriage she got crazy and the 'Molla' put her out of doors. By the help of an Armenian Catholic priest she was sent to us. When we were asking her about her past history, she fell down in our office and her face got a wild appearance, her body began to shiver, the eyes being large opened, blood began to come out from her mouth and nose.
After one hour when she was recovered by some remedies and gained her normal condition, we sent her to the Municipal Hospital of the town. documents were obtained for the liberated Armenians and steps were undertaken to bring them back to Christianity. 47 Jeppe succeeded in finding the relatives of less than half of the female inmates.
Nearly 150 became self-supporting. She succeeded in marrying 51 girls from her shelter, more than 60 orphans were sent to different orphanages and nearly a dozen were cared for by the Church. Unfortunately, despite terrific efforts there were also human losses among the female-inmates. From 1922 to 1930, 4 women died.
The interviews of these rescued Armenian women revealed consistent stories of deportations, massacres, rapes, followed by years of servitude as agricultural workers or domestic and sexual servants, forced marriages and unwanted pregnancies. The eyewitness testimonies of these female inmates represent and affirm the organizational pattern of the Armenian Genocide. The majority of accounts start with describing the fate of the Armenian male population in 1915. Those conscripted to the Ottoman Army 48 were later killed or worked to death in the working battalions. 49 The remainder
were later collected and killed in their native towns or separated and massacred on the deportation routes. 50 Those who were not conscripted into the Army, were masscared in their home places or on the road after being separated from the women. 51 The so-called second stage of the Armenian Genocide, characterized by the massacre of Armenian intellectuals, can also be found in the surveys, which indicated that prominent men of the respective districts were collected, imprisoned, tortured and killed. 52 This was followed by the deportation of the general Armenian population, consisting mainly of women and children, mentioned in all accounts by the inmates.
According to them, deportees suffered dreadfully on the roads under the burning sun, from hunger, thirst and exhaustion. 53 Hundreds of people died on the road from typhus, dysentery and other illnesses. 54 Deportation caravans were constantly attacked by Turks, Kurds and Arabs who, after robbing deportees, killed or wounded most of the unfortunate people. 55 Women and children were violated, thrown into the river and thousands were massacred. 56 This was done 'in such a manner that brings shame upon mankind.' 57 As one of the inmates related in her interview, she departed from the caravan in order to drink and suddenly was confronted by an Arab who wanted her. She threw herself into the water to die, but was caught and violated. 58 Victoria was only 13 years old then.
Those who survived were taken as slaves or servants; women and girls were forced into Muslim houses and harems. 59 Guarding gendarmes collected beautiful girls from the caravans and sold them to Turks and Kurds or gave them as gifts. 60 That Armenian women were very popular among the Muslims can be shown by the fact that, for example, one of the Sheiks from Djebour bought 12 Armenian women and girls. 61 Sometimes young Armenian women and children witnessed the slaughter of their family members and then were dragged into the house of the murderer and forced to live with him. 62 Sometimes, after living with a Muslim owner for a while, Armenian women or girls were sold to others. 63 The League of Nations Commissioner Karen Jeppe stated in 1926 that out of the thousands of Armenian females she had come into contact with, all but one had been sexually abused.
The fate of Armenian children was nearly the same. They were subjected to 'voluntary' and involuntary Islamization. A lot of Armenian mothers before or during deportations gave their children to Turks, Arabs or Kurds in order to save their life. 64 Those captured from the caravans were adopted and later married to Muslims. 65 Interestingly, even in cases when Turks adopted Armenian children and treated them very well, as soon as they grew up and their step-parents wanted to marry them to a Turk (usually at 9-10 years old), Armenian girls made every effort to flee. 66 Even when Armenian mothers were forced to marry, they opposed their children being married to a Muslim. 67 It is noteworthy that those who adopted or married an Armenian took possession of her property. 68 This was a good incentive to make Turks adopt or marry Armenians and also solved the issue of the Armenian property.
A number of accounts also affirmed that the Turkish Government collected Armenian children and put them in state-run orphanages. 69 Of course, there were also 'good Muslims' who physically saved Armenians from an inevitable death and treated them very well; however this didn't stop the survivors returning to their identity as soon as they heard about the Rescue Home. 70 A lot of Armenian women were willingly to leave their Muslim husbands and children and returned to their Armenian roots. 71 There were also those (very few) who couldn't endure leaving their children and returned to their Muslim families. 72 Interestingly, some Armenian women fled with their children born to Muslims. Several dozen children were brought to the Aleppo Rescue Home in this way.
Passing through the sufferings and horrors of genocide, witnessing the massacre of their families and nation, being raped and violated, a lot of women survivors suffered from some mental problems when admitted to the Rescue Home. 73 Because of sexual abuse, some women suffered from syphilis and miscarriages; also there were some cases of tuberculosis. 74 Jeppe suspected that because the Muslim masters of these sick Armenians knew they were infected, they let them run away and shelter in the Rescue Home. 75 In most cases through the efforts of the medical staff of the home, the inmates overcame these diseases.
According to testimonies, all inmates were told that there were no Armenians alive, which they believed for several years. 76 After being informed about the rescue operations and that there was a place where they could find help and refuge, they started fleeing Muslim households, bringing fellow countrymen with them. 77
The surveys also dwelled upon the ways the inmates discovered their Armenian origins. Many survivors were too young at the time of deportation to remember anything about their families and identity, so the surviving Armenians from the same district or relatives told them about their Armenian origins. 78 One of the inmates told the following story on how she found her Armenian identity: 'Perouz has always stayed among the Turks in Diarbekir by a family named Emin Bey. Last year she was forced to marry a son of Emin Bey. One day she said: "I don't understand that you have married me to my brother." Emin Bey then told her, that she was an Armenian, and that he had taken her out of a caravan many years ago. Perouz resolved to flee and a chance soon So, the inmate surveys of the Aleppo Rescue Home are one of the first eyewitness testimonies affirming the policy of forced child transfer and forced marriage during the Armenian Genocide. They also represent the horrible experiences the Armenian women passed through. Although several thousand children and adults were rescued, reclaimed 77 Ibid, Interviews N 634, 832. 78 Ibid, Interviews N 646, 792, 882,893, 926, 932, 947, 946 79 Ibid, Interview N1379. 80 Ibid, Interviews N 851, 1829 81 Ibid, Interview N 861. 82 Ibid, Interview N 314. 83 
